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The  substance  of  the  following  letter  was  read  at  a  meeting  of 
the  '•  Association  of  Wesleyan  Ministers,"  in  the  city  of  Toronto, 
and  is  published  in  accordance  with  their  request. 

For  a  further  examination  of  Swedenborgianism,  the  reader  is 
recommended  to  the  excellent  work  of  Dr.  Pond,  "  Swedenbor- 
gianism Examined,"  which  has  been  of  great  service  in  the 
preparation  of  these  pages. 

JoHir  A.  Williams. 

Toronto,  March  29th,  1867. 


WHY  I  AM  NOT  A  SWEDENBOEGIAN. 

A    LETTER    TO   A   FRIEND. 


Dear  Friend, — I  cannot  return  the  books  you  were 
kind  enough  to  lend  me  without  stating,  as  you  request,  my 
objections  to  the  system  of  Swedenborg  as  taught  by 
himself,  and  expounded  by  his  professed  followers. 

As  I  do  not  know  how  much  value  is  attached  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  different  writers  on  Swedenborgianism, 
nor  who  are  the  admitted  expounders  of  New  Jerusalem 
divinity,  I  feel  some  embarrassment  in  getting  a  clear  defini- 
tion of  what  Swedenborgianism  is;  yet  I  am  measureably 
relieved  by  looking  again  over  the  list  of  authors  to  whom 
you  were  pleased  to  refer  me,  as  I  find  them  giving  assent 
and  consent  to  nearly  all  and  everything  the  Swedish  Seer 
has  written. 

I  find  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  saying  in  this  brief 
letter  all  I  wish  to  say ;  and  the  very  summary  manner  in 
which  I  shall  be  forced  to  deal  with  some  of  the  particulars 
you  may  not  think  the  most  satisfactory,  yet  you  will,  on 
the  whole,  rather  approve  of  this  method  of  treatment  as 
being  most  favourable  to  the  pretentions  of  Emanuel 
Swedenborg. 

As  I  know  you  to  have  rather  more  than  the  average 
amount  of  intelligence,  and  to  have  a  taste  for  philosophy 
withal,  which  I  believe  is  claimed  as  a  peculiarity  of  the 
members  of  your  church,  I  am  more  than  surprised  that 
you  should  be  satisfied  with  that  bewilderment,  exaggera- 
tion, and   delusion,  which   characterises   Swedenborgianism 


and  its  cognate  "  Spiritualism."  That  some  would  amuse 
themselves,  and  others,  with  *'  Mediums*'  and  "  Seances/' 
was  to  be  expected,  but  that  men  of  intelligence  and  culture 
should  seek  through  such  silliness  to  "pervert  the  right 
ways  of  the  Lord,"  is  cause  for  a  lamentation.  I  will  then 
candidly  state  my  difficulties  to  you  on  the  matter  of 
philosophy  first. 

1.  Dr.  Bush  says  that  *'the  profoundest  philosophy  lies 
at  the  basis  of  all  his  revelations."  (1)  This  I  cannot 
receive;  for  I  find  that  he  teaches  not  only  much  that  is 
contrary  to  Scripture  and  reason,  but  much  also  that  is 
contrary  to  fact,  at  variance  with  the  revealed  character  of 
God,  and  inconsistent  both  with  truth  and  itself.  If,  then, 
Swedenbor^  is  incorrect  in  his  facts,  how  can  he  be  correct 
in  his  philosophy  ?  If  his  supposed  facts  are  trivial  and 
silly,  extravagant  and  disgusting,  how  can  the  philosophy 
be  profound?    Let  me  specify  a  few  of  his  statements. 

2.  When,  after  the  most  ample  means  of  information  the 
spirit  world  could  aflFord  him,  he  tells  me  that ''  the  Planet 
Saturn  is  the  farthest  distant  from  the  sun,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  it  is  furnished  with  a  large  luminous  belt ;"  (2) 
I  cannot  receive  it,  unless  I  ignore  even  a  schoolboy's 
knowledge  of  the  science  of  astronomy. 

3.  When  he  decides  that  the  common  principles  or  ele- 
ments of  which  all  things  are  composed  are  "  earth,  atmos- 
phere, and  water,"  evidently  he  is  astray,  for  neither  of 
these  most  exquisite  compounds  is  an  element. 

4.  When  I  am  asked  to  believe  that  "  the  soul  of  man 
is  a  nervous  or  spirituous  fluid,"  (3)  my  common  sense 
reluctates,  as  it  does  also  when  I  am  told  that  "  the  distinc- 
tion between  mind  and  matter  lies  not  in  essence,  but  in 
form ;"  (4)    and,   that  *'  the   body   and   the  soul   together 

(I)  Swedenborg  Library,  p.  7.  (2)  Earths  in  the  Universe, 
§3.  (3)  Economy  of  Animal  Kingdom,  vol.  2,  p.  233.  (4) 
Introduction  to  Animal  Kingdom,  p.  54. 


are  to  be  regarded  as  distinctively  and  inseparably  one,"  (5) 
I  pity  the  philosophy. 

5.  It  is  equally  objectionable  to  assert  that  the  reason 
why  the  blood  is  red,  is  "  the  correspondence  of  the  heart 
and  blood  with  love  and  its  affections ;"  (6)  when  the 
almost  universally  received  opinion  is  that  this  redness 
of  the  blood  is  owing  to  the  presence  of  iron  in  the  system. 

6.  When  I  am  asked  to  believe,  even  on  the  authority  of 
an  angel,  that ''  the  blood  in  the  lungs  purifieth  itself  from 
chyle,  and  nourisheth  itself  with  odors,  fragrant  or  offensive* 
corresponding  to  the  character  of  its  loves,"  (7)  I  simply 
say  I  do  not  believe  the  angel.  Human  physiology  may  be 
different  from  angelic.  Who  would  think  of  analyzing  a 
man's  blood  to  discover  his  character.  Profound  philosophy  ! 
indeed. 

7.  The  ablest  thinkers  and  writers  upon  mental  science 
are  agreed  that  conscience  is  a  natural  endowment  of  the 
human  mind,  and  as  long  as  mind  exists,  conscience  must 
exist,  yet  Swedenborg  and  his  modern  exponents  state  that 
"conscience  is  an  acquired  habit  of  mind,  is  peculiar  to 
the  present  life,  and  that  there  is  no  conscience  in  the  other 
world."  (8)  I  think  that  what  1  have  quoted  will  satisfy 
any  one  that  Swedenborg's  facts  were  imaginary,  that  they 
stand  in  contradiction  to  the  well  established  facts  and 
deductions  of  natural  science,  and  are  equally  at  variance 
with  the  generally  received  facts  of  mental  science,  and  how 
a  person  of  your  reading  and  philosophical  taste  could  for  a 
moment  give  your  countenance  to  such  a  system,  is  to  me 
a  matter  of  surprise. 

Turn  we  then  to  matters  of  greater  moment  and  graver 
consideration. 

8.  I  cannot  receive  the  New  Jerusalem  doctrine,  because 
it  sets  aside  the  Bible,  and  maintains  that  a  new  dispensation 

(5)  Wilkinson's  tracts,  p.  25.  (6)  Arcane  Celes,  §  6190.  (Y)  Wis- 
dom of  Angels,  §  153.     (8)  True  Christian  Religion,  §  665. 


of  truth  has  heen  given  to  the  world  in  the  theological 
writing  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg — distinct  from  every  former 
dispensation ;  (9)  contrary  to  the  teaching  of  the  christian 
Scriptures.  "  In  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of 
heaven  set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  destroyed ; 
— and  it  shall  stand  forever." — Dan.  2  :  44.  «  Heaven  and 
earth  shall  pass  away,  but  my  word  shall  not  pass  away." 
Mark  13  :  31. 

9.  Because  it  openly  and  avowedly  rejects  nearly  one 
half  of  the  Bible,  and  by  its  fanciful  science  of  **  corres- 
pondences'* renders  the  other  half  of  comparatively  little 
value.  (10) 

10.  It  asks  me  to  abandon  the  mode  of  interpreting  the 
Scriptures  by  the  common  laws  of  language,  and  adopt  a 
method  of  interpretation,  which  is  at  once  arbitrary,  unrea- 
sonable, and  misleading. 

11.  The  pretended  science  of  "correspondences,"  not 
being  understood  by  some  of  its  professed  teachers,  they  are 
in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  and  import  of  the  revelation  made 
to  their  chief,  and  think  his  language  needs  to  be 
spiritualized.  (11) 

12.  I  have  tried  hard  to  understand  the  system  of  cor- 
respondences, perhaps  you  can  relieve  me.  Correspondence 
is  defined  to  be  **  the  connection  between  spiritual  causes 
and  natural  effects,"  ("whoso  readeth  let  him  understand,") 
thus  a  city,  a  chariot,  a  bow,  each  signifies  a  doctrine,  hence, 
a  doctrine  is  a  cause,  one  effect  of  which  is  a  chariot.  (12.) 
Will  you  tell  me  how  a  doctrine  can  be  the  producing 
cause  of  a  chariot  or  a  city  ? 

13.  Because,  if  I  become  a  Swedenborgian,  I  must  re- 
nounce the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  personality  of  the  God- 
head, as  commonly  received  and*  held  by  the  Church  of  God 
in  all  ages,  and  as  taught  in  holy  Scripture. 

(9)  Clissold's  Letter,  p.  95.  (10)  Hobart's  Life  of  Swedenborg, 
p.  119.  (11)  Talk's  Spiritual  Christianity,  p.p.  111-16.  (12)  lb.  19. 


The  unity  of  the  Godhead  is  taught  ia  1  Cor.  8  :  4. 
"There  is  none  other  God  but  owe."  Eph.  4:  6— '<Owe 
God  and  Father  of  all."  Personality  is  taught  in  Gen.  1 :  26 
— ^*Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness."  Heb. 
1 :  2 — **  Hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his 
/Sbn,  by  whom  also  he  made  the  worlds."  Gen.  1:  2 — And 
the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters." 
Yet  it  is  said,  Heb.  3:  4— He  that  built  all  things  is  CotZ.'' 
Collate  Ish.  6 :  1-10,  with  John  12 :  37,  where  the  -words 
are  applied  to  the  Son,  and  with  Acts  28 :  25^  where  they 
are  applied  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 

14.  I  am  not  so  far  favourable  to  Materialism  as  to  receive 
the  statement  that  "  God  is  an  infinite  man,  existing  in  a 
perfect  human  form,"  (13)  contrary  to  the  statement  of  Jesus 
Christ.  John  4 :  24— God  is  a  Spirit ;"  and  Luke  24  :  39— 
*'  A  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones  as  ye  see  me  have." 

15.  Nor  am  I  so  inclined  to  Pantheism  as  to  believe  that 
God  created  all  things  ''  out  of  himself,"  so  that  every 
thing  partakes  of  his  substance.  (14)  At  variance  with 
Gen.  2  :  7 — •'  And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  out  of  the 
dust  of  the  earth. '^ 

16.  I  cannot  so  confound  the  person  of  the  Father  with 
the  Son,  as  to  believe  they  are  one  person,  when  I  read 
Heb.  1:  1 — God,  who  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers  man- 
ners spake  in  times  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets, 
hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son.  1  John 
1  :  3.  Our  fellowship  is  with  the  father,  and  with  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ.  See  also  John  1:  1-18;  17:  3-5; 
5  :  18-23. 

17.  As  little  can  I  receive  the  doctrine  that  "  Christ 
had  no  human  soul,  and  was  not  properly  a  human  being,"  (15) 
when  his  whole  personal  history  proves,  not  only  that 
he  was  styled  man,  but  was   man,   with  human  intellect, 

(13)  True  Christian  Religion.  (14)  Economy  of  Animal  King- 
dom.    (15)  Noble's   Appeal,,  p.  388. 
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human  heart,  human  m\l.  He  was  born  of  woman — Luke 
2:  1-21  At  twelve  years  old  waa  in  the  temple — Luke 
2 :  42.  Was  known  in  Nazareth  till  be  was  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  growing  in  stature  and  in  wisdom. — Luke 
2  :  52.  And  during  his  ministry  he  gave  evidence  of  man- 
hood ;  he  was  subject  to  hunger — Luke  4  :  2 — and  thirst — 
John  19:  28.  To  poverty  and  discomfort— Matt.  8:  20. 
To  weariness  of  body — John  4:6.  To  distress  of  mind — 
**  My  soul  is  exceedingly  sorrowful,  unto  death,"  is  the  record. 
Mark  14:  34.  His  tears — Luke  19:  41.  His  agony — 
Luke  22:  44.  His  death— Luke  23:  46— for  our  re- 
demption should  satisfy  you,  I  think,  that  Christ  had  "  a  true 
body  and  a  reasonable  soul." 

18.  I  shudder  at  the  gross  and  indecent  blasphemy  which 
declares  that  the  adorable  Saviour  "  was  subject  to  moral 
infirmities  and  imperfections,"  that  "  he  was  full  of  impure 
and  unhallowed  principles."  (16)  The  very  contrary  of 
what  the  Scriptures  assert.  Luke  1 :  35,  "  That  holy  thing 
which  shall  be  born  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  pf  God." 
Paul  declares  in  Heb.  7 :  26,  "  That  he  is  holy,  harmless, 
undefiled,  separate  from  sinners."  St.  Peter — 1  Peter, 
1:19,  that  he  was  *'  without  blemish  and  without  spot." 
2  :  22,  that  "  he  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his 
mouth." 

19.  As  a  sinner,  I  cling  to  the  atoning  work  of  Christ, 
his  vicarious  suflferings  and  death,  and  cannot  receive  the 
teaching  of  New  Jerusalem  preachers  when  they  assert  that 
"  the  work  of  redemption  did  not  consist  in  the  Lord's 
offering  himself  a  sacrifice  in  the  room  of  mankind,  but  in 
the  actual  subjugation  of  the  powers  of  darkness,  in  the 
orderly  arrangement  of  the  heavens,  and  in  the  consequent 
foundation  of  a  new  spiritual  church  on  earth  ;  (17)  when 
it  is  affirmed  in  the  Scripture  that  whatever  spiritual  advan- 

(16)  Summary  Exposition,  p  p.  75-79.  Barrett's  Lectures, 
p.  305.     (17)    Hindmarsh's    Compendium,  p.  26. 


tages  come  to  man  through  Christ,  come  through  his  death. 
So  St.  Paul  teaches — Rom.  5  ;  8 — "  God  commendeth  his 
love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us."  3:  25— "  Whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  he 
a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his 
righteousness  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past."  1 
Cor.  15:  4— "Christ  died  ^or  our  sinsJ^  Gal.  3:  10  — 
*'  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being 
made  a  curse  for  «s."  Eph.  1 :  7 — "  We  have  redemption 
through  his  bloody  See  also  Phil.  2  :  5-11 ;  1  Thes  1 :  10  ; 
Heb.  2:9:1  Peter  1 :  18-19  ;  1  John  2 :  12. 

20.  If  I  accept  the  teaching  of  Swedenborg,  I  must  reject 
the  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures  as  to  the  personality  and 
appropriate  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Scriptures  teach, 
1st,  his  Godhead,  Acts  5 :  3-5—"  Why  hath  Satan  filled 
thine  heart  to  lie  to  the  Holy  Ghost — thou  hast  not  lied  unto 
men,  but  unto  God.'^  2nd.  That  the  Holy  Ghost  was  neither 
the  Father  nor  the  Son.  John  15:  26 — ''But  when  the 
Comforter  is  come,  whom  I  will  send  unto  you  from  the 
Father,  even  the  spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth  from  the 
Father,  he  shall  testify  of  me.  14  :  26 — But  the  Comforter* 
which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will^send  in  my 
name.  3rd.  That  he  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  a  person  > 
and  is  set  forth  as  "  knowing  " — John  14  :  25  ;  '♦  willing  " — 1 
Cor.  12  :  11 ;  '«  striving  "—Gen.  6:3;  "  reproving  "—John 
16:8;"  helping  "—Rom.  8  :  26  ;  *'  leaving  "— Psl.  143  :  10  ; 
"  interceding  "—Rom.  8  :  27  ;  "  guiding  "—John  16  :  13  ; 
"  comforting" — Acts  9  :  31 ;  *'  speaking  '' — 2  Peter  1  :  21 ; 
*' witnessing  "—Rom.  8:  15-16;  '*  sanctifying  "—2  Thes. 
2:13;  All  of  which  statements  stand  in  marked  contrast 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  new  church,  that  "that  influence 
which  is  usually  referred  to  the  Spirit  of  God  is  imparted 
through  the  agency  of  created  spirits."(l8) 

(18j  Bush's  Swedenborg  Library,  vol.,  1.  p.  50. 
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21.  I  hesitate  to  accept  the  statement,  *•  that  the  sins  and 
corruptions  of  man  are  in  no  way  connected  with  the  fall 
of  Adam, "(19)  as  it  does  not  agree  with  Rom.  5  :  18-19 — 
•'Therefore,  as  by  the  offence  of  one  'judgment  came  upon 
all  men  to  condemnation.  By  one  man's  disobedience  many 
were  made  sinners."  I  could  as  readily  receive  the  statement 
that  "  Predestination  is  the  last  rattle  in  the  tail  of  the^grcat 
red  dragon,  which  standeth  before  the  woman,  (or  the  new 
Church,)  ready  to  devour  her  man  child. "(20) 

22.  It  cannot  be  true  "  that  regeneration  is  a  work  com- 
menced in  this  life,  and  perfected  after  death  ;"(21)  for  that 
is  at  variance  both  with  the  nature  of  regeneration,  and  the 
statement  of  the  Scripture.  1  John  3:  7 — "Ye  must  be 
born  again."  3— "Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God."  Titus  3 :  4-7 — "  According  to 
his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by  the  gashing  of  regeneration,  and  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghost."  See  also  2  Cor.  5:17;  Eph.  2:1. 

23.  If  I  listen  to  the  teachings  of  Swedenborg,  and 
accept  of  them,  I  must  believe  that  "  the  doctrine  of  Justifi- 
cation by  Faith  is  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  to  the 
real  nature  and  constitution  of  things,  that  it  is  a  dreadful 
doctrine,  the  abomination  of  desolation."(22)  I  very  much 
prefer  the  teaching  of  St.  Paul.  Rom.  3  :  21— ♦*  Therefore 
we  conclude  that  a  man  is  justified  by  faith  without  the 
deeds  of  the  law."  5  :  1— «  Therefore,  being  justified  by 
faith,  we  have  peace  with  God."  Gal.  2:  16 — "Knowing 
that  a  man  is  not  justified  by  the  works  of  .the  law,  but  by 
the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ. 

24  Again,  it  is  declared  that  "  all  who  hold  the  doctrine 
of  salvation  by  faith,  will  consociate  with  infernal  Genii 
after  death  ;"  that '*  they  are  the  goats  to  whom  the  Lord 
will  say,  depart   ye  cursed." (23)      But  the  Lord   says  in 

(19)  Appendix;  to  True  Christian  Religion.  (20)  Hargrove's 
Sermon,  p.  20.  (21)  True  Christian  Religion,  §  610.  (22)  Clis- 
Bold's  Letter,  p.  49.  Parson's  Essays,  p.  163.  (23>  Apoc.  Re- 
vealed, p.  163. 
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John  3 :  14, 15,  18, 36— As  Moses  lifted  up  the  Serpent  in 
the  wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up  : 
that  whosoever  believeth  on  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
eternal  life.  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  everlasting 
life ;  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  shall  not  see  life. 
He  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned  :  but  he  that 
believeth  not  is  condemned  already,  because  he  hath  not 
believed  on  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 
And  St.  Paul  says,—"  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thou  sbalt  be  saved." 

25.  Swedenborg  professes  to  have  learned  in  the  invisible 
world,  that  believers  in  "justification  by  faith  alone"  from 
their  principles  of  religion,  have  no  respect  to  the  life  and 
deeds  of  love,  neither  to  any  other  means  by  which  the  Lord 
implants  heaven  in  man.  (24).  It  could  not  have  been  an 
angel  that  loved  the  truth  that  made  this  revelation  to  the 
Swedish  Clairvoyant,  but  I  should  think,  if  made  at  all,  it 
would  be  by  one  of  the  emissaries  of  him  who  '*  was  a  liar 
from  the  beginning  ;"  for  St.  Paul  has  said,  Rom.  8:  2— For 
what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the 
flesh,  God  sending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh, 
and  for  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh,  that  the  righteousness 
of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us  who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit. — See  also  Rom.  5  :  1-5,  Titus  2  : 
11-14. 

26,  If  I  become  a  Swedenborgian  I  must  renounce  the 
scriptural  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body  as  a  "  vain 
idea."(25)  But  I  much  prefer  the  teaching  of  Christ  and  his 
Apostles.  Jesus,  says  John  5  :  28 — "  All  that  are  in  the 
graves  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  come  forth ;  they  that  have 
done  good  to  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that  have  done 
evil  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation."  St.  Paul,  Acts  24  :  15 
says — "  There  shall  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  the 

(24)  Heaven  and '  Hell,  §  326,  (25)  Hindmarsh's  Compen- 
dium,  pp.   97-99. 
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jnst  and  unjust.'^  1  Corinthians  15:  52  —  "The  trumpet 
shall  sound  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we 
shall  be  changed."  Phil.  3 :  21—"  We  look  for  the  "Saviour, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  change  our  vile  body."  Is 
it  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  one  not  fully  committed  to 
such  absurdity,  of  the  folly  of  the  entire  system  when  it  is 
asserted  that  the  ''  soul  does  not  leave  the  body  until  the  third 
day  after  the  heart  ceases  to  beat."(2G)  One  would  suppose 
absurdity  could  say  no  more. 

27.  I  believe  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  present  state  of 
things  ;  that  this  world  will  be  destroyed  ;  that  there  will  be 
a  general  judgment ;  that  Jesus  Christ  will  be  the  Judge, 
giving  •<  to  every  man  as  his  work  shall  be."  So  I  read  the 
Book.  The  words  of  Jesas  are  very  explicit — *'  The  harvest 
is  the  end  of  the  world."— Matt.  13 :  39.  *♦  For  the  Son 
of  Man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  his  angels, 
and  then  shall  ho  reward  every  man  according  to  his  works." 
Matt.  16:  27.  St.  Peter  says— *•' The  earth  and  all  the 
works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burned  up.''  St.  Paul — 
'God  Lalh  appointed  a  day  iu  the  which  he  will  judge  the 
world  ill  ri;.'hteousncss  by  that  man  whom  he  halh  ordained, 
whereof  he  hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men  in  that  he  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead."  But  I  am  asked  by  Swedenborg, 
Barret,  and  Swcdenborgians  generally,  to  reject  all  this,  and  to 
believe  Ibat  this  world  will  **  not  end,"  (27)  that  the  last  gen- 
eral-judsmcnt  took  place  in  the  spiritual  world  in  1757,  of 
whicli  Swedenborg  was  an  eye  witness,  (2S)  that  previous  to 
that  time  there  had  been  occasionally  a  kind  of  general 
jail  deliver?/,  when  the  good  were  taken  to  heaven  and  the 
wicked  sent  to  hell  ;  (29j  and  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  any 
future  judgment,  it  is  ordaioed  that  no  person  shall  remain 
in  the  spivilual  world  more  than  thirty  years.  Who  could 
•believe  such  concclls? 

(26;  True  Christian  Religion,  §  28.  (27)  Noble's  Appeal,  p  122. 
(28)  Last  Judgment,  §  45,  Golden  Reed.  (29)  Appendix  to  True 
Christian  Religion 
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28.  I  have  been  accustomed  to  think  that  when  our  Lord 
said,  that  "In  the  resurrection  they  neither  marry  nor  are 
given  in  marriage,  but  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven  " — 
Matt.  22  :  30 — he  spake  the  truth,  but  Swedenborg  says  they 
do  marry  in  heaven,  that  he  was  present  at  a  marriage,  and 
describes  with  some  minuteness  the  whole  affair.  More — they 
have  children,  which  he  calls  *'  spiritual  prolifications,^^  and 
declares  that  natural  prolifications  are  from  the  same 
origin ;  (30)  which  is  the  opinion  also  of  some  of  his  expos- 
itors.    I  very  much  prefer  the  teaching  of  Jesus. 

29.  I  have  always  regarded  the  heaven  promised  in  the 
Scriptures  as  a  place  of  unspotted  purity,  and  believed  there 
is  nothing  there  that  defileth,  or  worketh  abomination,  or 
maketh  a  lie.— Rev.  21 :  27.  But  the  heaven  of  Swedenborg 
is  not  of  that  character.  He  tells  us  of  those  he  saw  there 
who  "were  unchaste  and  wanton  in  their  desires."  (31) 

30.  Although  the  Christian  Scriptures  say  that  "  God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  their  shall  be  no  more 
death,  neither  sorrow  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any 
more  pain  " — Rev.  21 :  4 — yet  the  Swedenborgian  heaven  is  as 
free  from  rest  as  from  purity  ;  for  he  says — "  Some  who 
enter  there  experience  at  times  severe  suffering."(32)  The 
heaven  of  the  Bible  has  more  attractions  for  me  than  that  of 
Swedenborg. 

31.  I  am  asked  to  believe  that  "  no  one  suffers  pain  in  hell 
on  account  of  the  evil  which  he  had  done  in  this  world,  but 
on  account  of  the  evil  he  there  does.''(33)  while  I  am  told 
by  authority  "  we  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his 
body  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or 
bad.— 2  Cor.  5 :  10.  .  ' 

32.  In  my  judgment  he  grossly  slanders  the  whole  Church 

(30)  Conjugal  Love,  pp.  46-104.  <31)  Apoc.  Revealed,  §  611. 
(32)  Divine  Wisdom,  §  253.     (33)  Heaven  and  Hell,  §  599. 
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of  Christ,  and  villifies  the  most  sainted  characters  the  world 
has  ever  been  privileged  to  see.  He  saw  (or  says  he  did) 
David,  and  says  he  **  is  an  Insane  and  outrageous  devil  ;"(34) 
Paul,  who  declared  "  to  live  was  Christ,  and  to  die  would  be 
gain,"  ''is  associated  with  'the  worst  of  devils ;"(35)  Luther, 
"is  between  heaven  and  hell  in  a  state  of  great  suflfer- 
ing  ;"(36)  Melancthon,  '*  is  occasionally  dipt  into  hell,  and 
then  brought  back  into  a  cold  cell."  Calvin  is  in  "  one  of  hell's 
work-shops."  (37.)  The  Moldavians,  who  were  in  labors  more 
abundant,  many  of  whom  died  before  Swedenborg's  time,  he 
says  "  were  twice  admitted  to  heaven  as  an  experiment  but 
could  not  live  there  at  all."  I  am  asked  to  believe  all  this  and 
more  than  this.  Louis  XIV.,  the  despot,  the  bloody  perse- 
cutor, is  in  heaven,  while  holy  Paul  is  in  hell.  Pope  Sixtus  V., 
the  miser,  Simonite  and  deceiver,  safe  in  heaven,  while 
Luther,  Calvin  and  hosts  of  the  faithful  are  shut  up  in  hell. 
Who  can  believe  this  ?  yet  it  comes  as  a  revelation  from 
heaven,  as  set  forth  in  "  the  divinely  authorized  teachings  of 
Swedenborg." 

33.  If  it  is  true  that  God  has  had  no  Church  since  1757 
but  the  little  handful  of  Swedenborgians,  which,  during  the 
last  few  years  have  been  warmed  into  life  through  Spiritualism, 
Free-loveism,  and  Animal  Magnetism — ''  Woe  unto  the  world." 

34.  I  object  to  Swedenborgianism,  that  it  is  not  consistent 
with  itself;  that  its  contradictions  and  inconsistencies  are 
totally  irreconcilable.  I  will  indicate  a  few  points.  Free 
Agency — *'  Man  is  and  must  be  a  free  agent,"  yet  **  he  is  in 
perpetual  communication  with  good  and  evil  spirits,  and  is 
held  in  a  sort  of  moral  equilibrium  between  them."  (38) 
What  then  becomes  of  free  will?  The  Trinity — It  is  said 
"  when  God  became  incarnate  the  Trinity  was  provided  and 
made,"  yet "  it  existed  in  the  days  of  Abraham."  (39.)  Injants 

(34)  Swedenborg  Library,  pp.  711-81.  (35)  New  Church  Rep., 
vol.  4,  p  46.  (36)  True  Christian  Religion,  §  13T.  (37)  Ibid., 
§§  796-798.  (38)  True  Christian  Religion,  chap.  8.  (39)  Ibid., 
§  170. 
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«'  It  was  told  me  that  they  (infants)  are  equally  in  evil — 

they  are  nothing  but  evil ;" (40)  "that  infants  are  innocent 
is  known,  but  that  their  innocence  flows  in  from  the  Lord  ia 
not  known."  Heaven — "  Love  to  the  Lord  and  love  towards 
the  neighbor  rule  in  heaven  and  make  the  heaven,"  (41)  yet 
he  says  *'  Conjugal  love  is  an  image  of  heaven,  it  is  the  source 
from  which  stream  forth  all  the  enjoyments  of  heaven.  It  is 
the  precious  pearl  of  human  life,  and  the  repository  of  the 
Christian  religion."  Can  you  or  any  one  else  reconcile  such 
contradictions  in  a  revelation. 

35.  I  object  to  it  that  it  lowers  the  standard  of  morals 
below  that  of  the  New  Testament,  and  declares  that  a  life  of 
prayer,  devotion  and  self-denial,  is  not  only  not  conducive  to 
spirituality,  but  embarrassingly  inconsistent  with  it,  and . 
insists,  "that  a  man  must  live  in  the  world  to  become 
spiritual  ;"(42)  yet  I  read — ''Because  of  these  things  the 
wrath  of  God  cometh  upon  the  children  of  disobedience." 
"Be  not  conformed  to  this  world,  but  transformed  by  the 
renewing  of  your  minds." — Rom.  12:  2.  The  grace  of  God 
that  bringeth  salvation  teaches  us  that  denying  ungodliness 
and  worldly  lusts  we  should  live  soberly,  righteously  and 
godly.— Titus  2  :  11-12. 

36.  The  grossly  immoral  character  of  some  of  the  teachings 
would  prevent  my  acceptance  of  the  doctrine  aside  from  other 
considerations ;  indeed  some  of  them  are  altogether  too 
indecent  to  be  transferred  to  these  pages.  Take  the  work  on 
'♦  Conjugal  Love,''  and  you  will  find  not  less  t\i2iia.  ffty  reasohs 
for  concubinage.  God  says  "  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery," 
but  Swedenborg  says  you  may,  and  will  give  you  reasons  by 
the  score  thaj  will  justify  you  in  so  doing.  God  says,  *'  Flee 
fornication,  let  it  not  be  once  named  among  you,"  but 
Swedenborg  sets  this  aside  and  recommends  it  by  a  variety  of 
considerations,  and  all  this  was  told  him'  by  an  angel  at  the 

(40)  Swedenborg  Library,  p.  89.     (41)  Conjugal  Love — Heaven 
and  Hell.     (42)  Noble's  Appeal,  p.  494. 
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door  of  his  own  harem  in  one  of  the  heavens.  The  heaven 
of  the  Koran  is  a  more  blessed  place  than  thatof  Swedenborg, 
but  between  them  and  the  heaven  of  the  Bible  there  is  a  great 
gulf  fixed,  for  which  we  are  thankful. 

A  great  deal  more  could  be  said  against  the  system  which 
is  called. a  "rational  religious  belief."  The  history  of  *'  Jack 
the  Giant  Killer  "  is  just  as  rational  as  the  unintelligible  and 
bewildering  jargon  which  is  given  as  the  revelation  made  to 
Emanuel  Swedenborg.  Swedenborgianism  is  not  Christianity, 
nor  doeb  it  claim  to  be.  Its  God  exists  in  one  person,  and  in 
a  human  form,  of  which'  we  are  all  pieces.  Its  Bible  is  not 
our  Bible,  but  consists  of  a  few  books  of  the  Canonical  Scrip- 
tures, interpreted  after  a  peculiar  method,  supplemented  by  the 
professed  revelations  of  a  Sweden  Baron,  which  are  of  equal 
authority.  Its  "  Rock  is  not  as  our  Rock."  Its  Christ,  if  it 
has  any,  is  not  the  Christ  of  the  Scriptures,  living,  dying,  yet 
still  living  for  sinners.  Its  religion  is  not  Jewish,  not 
Christian  ;  it  has  no  pardon,  no  regeneration,  no  love  of  God 
shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  unto  us,  no 
advocate  with  the  Father,  no  blessed  witness  of  present 
adoption,  of  sanctification  through  the  Spirit ;  none  of  the 
blessed  benefits  Christ  died  to  procure  does  it  offer  us ;  but 
dogmas  based  upon  a  spurious  philosophy — contradicted  by 
established  science,  by  common  sense^  and  by  Scripture  ;  a 
system  of  belief  without  prayer,  without  holiness,  without  a 
God  that  we  can  trust,  or  a  Christ  that  we  can  love.  A  system 
earthly  in  its  origin,  and  sensual  in  its  tendency.  The  living 
consciousness  of  millions  testify  against  it,  while  the  truth  of 
the  Christian  Scriptures  is  attested  in  the  life  and  character  of 
the  Christian  believer,  as  well  as  in  the  triumf)hant  exit  of 
the  dying  saint.  **  Being  justified  by  faith  we  have  peace 
with  God."  "  Repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,"  will  bring  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  divine 
favour,  and  we  shall  know  of  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  of  God. 
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